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HAVELOCK  HIGH

STUDENTS
DANIEL HARDWICK AND

JENNIFER NILSEN AND

TEACHER OF THE YEAR
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As school begins, school supply lists are made available to
students & parents, but not all students are able to arrive on
the first day of school with the items required to put them on
the road to success.To assist those students, PIE, in
partnership with Craven County Schools, parked a bright
yellow school bus in front of the 3 Walmart locations in
Craven County on Aug 24.  Generous shoppers donated
school supplies for students who have been identified as in-
need. Over 205 volunteers from the schools & our
community were on hand sorting & scanning items, &
honking the horn of the school buses each time a donation
was made as a way of showing thanks. Fourteen businesses
& organizations offered to be drop-off locations in advance
of the event.  Several businesses had school supply drives &
delivered those items on the day of the event. With live radio
remotes, sheriff & police department cruisers, & ambulances
from CarolinaEast, we had a cool, fun & high energy
day!  Each donor received coupons from local businesses as
a thank you. We can't finish tallying the numbers for the
event because we keep getting donations! We are now over
$70,000 in school supplies & sponsorships with
approximately 38,000 items received!Thank you to Walmart
for letting us park our buses in front of their stores, all of the
volunteers, the bus drivers, our sponsors, & of course all of
you who supported this event by making donations and
volunteering the day of the event.  Particular thanks to the
Marines from MCAS Cherry Point who worked the event,
Caroline Godwin, William Bryant, Debra Hurst, Rebecca
Lansche, Diane Bondurant, Mike McCoy, Paul Brown, Debbie
Hodges, Lori, Sugg, Catherine Alligood, Ervin Patrick, & Kim
Scott for acting as points of contact for their sites Paul Tingle
&  Ashley Whitford for their coordination before, during &
after the event. We made our corner of the world a little
better through Stuff the Bus.



NC  CO M M U N I T Y

F U N D  G R A N T

The North Carolina Community Foundation through the Craven Community Foundation, recently
awarded Partners In Education $9,353 for a grant for Havelock High for graphing calculators & $7,500 for
a grant for Vanceboro Farm Life Elementary for the Leader In Me program.  These grants were funded
through the Richard Chapman Cleve Fund & the Craven County Unrestricted Fund. At the heart of the
Leader in Me grant are the 7 habits of highly successful people. Students & school staff are taught the 7
habits in ways & terms at each grade level in age/development appropriate ways to grow students as
leaders—who can lead self, then lead others. The entire school reinforces the 7 Habits & Leader in Me
practices with a culture that nurtures student voice & choice, supported by a caring physical & emotional
environment, in a language that communicates the worth & potential of every child.The grant award for
Havelock High will be used to fund 93 TI-84 Plus Graphing Calculators for Havelock High math students,
giving them the tools needed to meet the mandatory test standards of the North Carolina math
curriculum. Awarding of this grant demonstrates NCCF’s understanding that success in high school math
is a critical step for many of our students in meeting graduation requirements.NCCF's Mission is to
inspire North Carolinians to make lasting & meaningful contributions to their communities.  They
accomplish this mission through a unique statewide network of affiliates that leverages the collective
power of local leadership to effect meaningful change throughout North Carolina. Craven Community
Foundation works in partnership with NCCF to access grant-making & other resources that support local
charitable purposes.Thank you to the Craven Community Foundation.  Awarding of these grants
demonstrate NCCF's continuing commitment to improving opportunities for our students in Craven
County.



B O SCH  F U N D

G R A N T

The Bosch Community Fund recently awarded $22,000 for a grant to Craven County Schools for the
grant, "CCS Codes: Navigating Unchartered Futures". Coding is the new team sport for future tech
leaders and innovators. Increasing problem solving skills is a goal for all students in Craven County. Every
student in every class will complete a grade level coding mission. Through a series of story-based
missions, the teams develop critical thinking and creativity skills while learning to code. Each school will
receive seven Dash/Cue robots to use in collaborative groups. 144 robots and four starter kits will be
purchased for a total price of $22,000. In addition, 25 district activity cards will be created to support
learning about coding. These tools will be located in each school media center and available to all
students. The purpose of the program is to build student and teacher ability in 21st century skills through
coding and robotics.  Every class will complete a mission and every school will form at least one team to
compete in the world-wide Wonder League Robotics Competition.As a community, we are fortunate to
have BSH Home Appliances call Craven County their home for over 20 years. BSH Home Appliances is
one of the largest employers in North Carolina. In New Bern, they manufacture kitchen appliances using
robotics and coding. The Bosch Community Fund provides grants in U.S. communities where Bosch has
locations. Annually, the Bosch Community Fund awards up to $5 million in grants to organizations invited
to participate in the program. The Bosch Community Fund is a U.S.-based foundation established in
September 2011, awarding more than $16 million in grants to various 501(c)(3) organizations and
educational institutions. The BCF focuses primarily on the enrichment of science, technology, engineering,
and math education and the advancement of environmental sustainability initiatives.



WEST CRAVEN HIGH
FOREIGN EXCHANGE

STUDENT
Alba Valvidia Yanez

HOST FAMILY: 

Alexander & Jennifer

Bogdanoff 

 

This year, Craven County Schools welcomes one foreign exchange student to our district. We
welcome these students because of the educational and cultural advantages foreign exchange
students bring to our schools.  Foreign exchange students serve as ambassadors for their home
countries and share their own culture and experiences with students in our schools as well as with
community people.  The year's student is represented by the foreign exchange placement organization
– Council on International Exchanges (CIEE).Many thanks to this organization and the local
coordinator, Terri McDonald, for making this student placement a reality.  
 
Alba Valvidia Yanez: West Craven High School 
Host Family:  Alexander & Jennifer Bogdanoff    
 Local Coordinator:  Terri McDonald
 
Alba is from Spain and is 16 years old. She wanted to study abroad to improve her English and to
learn more about other cultures, traditions, and people. She describes herself as shy in the beginning
until she gets to know people, and then she is very talkative.  Alba likes the beach and hot weather, in
addition to hiking, reading, jogging, swimming, and skating. However, she loves painting more than
anything else. Real Madrid is her favorite football team (that's soccer for us) and she watches every
match! She enjoys music and plays the guitar and ukulele. Her professional goal is to become a
doctor. Her father is an anesthesiologist and he was a foreign exchange student in the early 80s. Her
mother works in commercial management and she has two younger sisters whom she loves more than
anything in the world. She is a part of a blended family that has brought her two more siblings.  Alba
will be a West Craven Eagle for the 2019-20 school year, which will provide students an opportunity to
learn more about her culture and traditions.


